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The social stigma surrounding HIV infection within African societies is the
notorious barrier for youths who have suffered from disclosing their health
status and sought appropriate support from their close ones or communities.
This social challenge needs a profound understanding of belief systems in a
certain society which may impact behaviour change. Previous studies in public
health, however, have been mostly generated with the quantitative data analysis
aligned with the western and white male-centred (and white-women)
perspectives. These methods tend to have rarely taken into account the context
of youths' performative voices in the digital world in the Global South.

In this regard, drawing on the approach of interpretivism, poststructuralism,
postcolonialism, and feminism, this research focuses on the process of new
identity construction among South African youths (16-24) living with HIV through
engaging in digital interactions and thereby the research expects the potential
therapeutic role of online anonymous performances for alleviating rampant
social stigma. As such, the main aim of this study is to suggest a theoretical
framework showing a dynamic process among personal, digital, and social
identities through digital interactions, which implies forging a new identity of
African youths in the health context.
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Differences in the effects of standards-setting activities between
catch-up firms and incumbent firms.

Areas of expertise:

Technological standards and patents
Platform innovation and competition
Catch-up strategy

Internet of Things (loT) and 5G

Emerging economies (e.g. China)

Niklas Luhmann’ s social systems theory
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My research interests are in asset pricing, portfolio management,
machine learning, and other quantitative methods in finance.

| have published related papers in highly recognised journals such as
Management Science, the Journal of Banking and Finance, the Journal
of Financial Markets, Financial Management, Expert Systems with
Applications, and Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics.

My recent works mainly focus on how Al can help predict the financial
market. | am also interested in developing trading strategies for
cryptocurrencies and currently manage a crypto fund, which is run
purely by an Al that | have developed. | also actively engage in
industry collaborations and have completed projects with firms in
Korea, UK, US, and Netherland.
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Gender issues & role of unions, CSO, quasi-unions in labour market,
Effects of carbon-neutral policy on unions’ activities.

Gender Issues: How unions or CSOs or quasi-unions can help minor
job seekers in the labour market? Also, Is it necessary to show
minorities and any identities in the workplace? Does it help to reveal
minorities and any identities in the workplace?

Policy: Does carbon-neutral policy have real influences on unions’
activities? Does policy have any influences on negotiations between
unions and companies in the automobile industry?
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PhD candidate in Design for loT at Lancaster University

Post-doctoral Research Associate in Prosperity at Lancaster University
Guest Researcher at University of Twente

My PhD research investigate loT development processes and how it can increase organisational
value. At the onset of the research there was a lack of existing research on how loT products and
services are designed and developed. loT is distinctive to traditional product as it is the
combination of physical components, smart components, and connectivity that allows for
continuous value improvement (Porter & Heppelmann, 2014). Consequently, New Product
Development (NPD) process of loT should reflect vital characteristics of networked artefacts and
integrate the data science process. To achieve the research aim, the study was based on an
inductive approach, using a qualitative research methodology. It enabled to produce
comprehensive understanding of rich, unstructured, and contextual data in a natural setting
(Creswell, 2009).

Thus, an exploratory multiple case study was adopted to gain a primary understanding of loT
design and development (Yin, 2003). Six cases were selected for the data collection from various
sectors, including healthcare, smart home, drain maintenance, dairy, vertical farming and tropical
farming. Within the case study methodology, semi-structured interview, document reviews and
graphic elicitation were adopted to capture each participant’s distinctive experience and design
challenges within the context of the given project.

Thematic analysis was adopted for a purely qualitative, rich, detailed yet complex, account of
data analysis in loT development (Braun & Clarke, 2006). The transcribed interview script
contents and obtained documents for all the cases were carefully analysed through within- and
cross-case analysis strategies (Eisenhardt, 1989), using thematic analysis (Vaismoradi et al.,
2013). To enhance the study trustworthiness, triangulation of multiple data sources, member
checks, peer reviews and experts’ reviews were drawn upon.

As a result, two critical findings and associated insights were derived: a conceptual loT NPD
process, so called ‘Mobius Strip Model’; and five attributes of loT value creation strategies and
NPD process. The proposed loT NPD model is unique, reflecting the critical attributes of value
creation and loT development activities. It helps to comprehend loT development activities
depending on value creation strategies which are things-oriented, semantic-oriented, and
internet oriented.
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Towards A Thick Understanding of The Barriers to National Climate
Adaptation Policy: The Cases of South Korea and The United Kingdom

Seunghan Lee: Sustainability Research Institute, School of Earth and Environment, University of Leeds, UK

Adaptation deficits are explicitly observed and getting wider, despite substantial
progress of national climate adaptation policies. Barriers to adaptation have been
pointed out as a reason for the adaptation deficits and analysed for about 20 years.
However, previous studies have provided a limited understanding of the barriers,
especially at the national level, and the research results rarely have been used in
real-world adaptation policy processes. This thesis aims to provide a thick
understanding of barriers to national adaptation policy through a systematic
literature review, empirical analysis using case studies, and theoretical analysis.

Through a systematic literature review, this thesis identifies eight categories of
barriers to national adaptation policy in previous studies. It also clarifies three critical
limitations of earlier studies. Based on the Korean case, this thesis finds 49 factors
(16 barriers, 14 origins, 19 influences) related to barriers to the national adaptation
policy of Korea and draws a barrier map that shows all relationships between the
identified factors. This thesis identifies eight key common barriers to the national
adaptation policy through a comparative analysis of Korean and the UK cases and
presents common causal mechanisms of the barriers, with a common barrier map
of the national adaptation policies. By applying a developed theoretical framework,
it analyses the social learning levels of the national adaptation policy of Korea and
the UK. Directions for potential solutions to address the identified barriers to national
adaptation policy are suggested based on social learning theory.

The thesis provides key contributions to understanding barriers to adaptation and
addressing them. These contributions include not only valuable theoretical and
methodological contributions to understanding the barriers to adaptation in the
academic field but also practical contributions to understanding the barriers to
adaptation within the adaptation process and making practical solutions to address
the barriers.
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Liverpool John Moores University

PhD Candidate in Football Science

Research Institute for Sport and Exercise Sciences (RISES)
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